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FE hohe Bei Ge 8 
MUST BOOK 


October 19 


Shellabarger, Samuel Little, Brown 
LORD VANITY $3.95 


Well tailored to fit the subject- the making and unmaking of a gentleman 
of fashion, in the 18th century when Europe measured a man by his fitness to appear 
at court. The story starts in fashionable Venice, in 1757, when young Richard 
Morandi, only son of a dressmaker whose sincerity in love had outweighed her ambi- 
tion for herself and unborn son, is given his first chance to make a name for him- 
self on the stage. That at the same time he won the enmity of one gallant - and the 
love of a beautiful dancer, a poor relation of the host, determined the next years 
of his life. These embraced shattered aspirations for a stage career, a rugged term 
in the galleys, rescue and recognition by his renowned father, an English nobleman, 
and substitution for the life he had dreamed of by the life his father chose for 
him. In this he goes far- but is always playing a part,- whether as a fine gentle- 
man, an heroic soldier with Wolfe's forces in Canada, a spy for England's throne 
in Paris. But when the acid test comes- he knows it is his little dancer he loves, 
and not the courtesan his father had chosen for him. Good entertainment, with 
Shellabarger's dependable background rooted in scholarly exploration of period, 
personalities and history. (Nov. L.G.) (LC: 53-7330) 


A DARK HORSE 
October 27 


Lamming, George McGraw -Hill 
IN THE CASTLE OF MY SKIN $3.75 


* This young West Indian Negro has written an autobiographical first novel 
in melodious and moving prose which may rate it some comparison with Cry The Beloved 
Country. It reflects the problems of young Negroes, the world over, who are trying 
to establish themselves in a bewildering white world that for generations has rejected 
them as alien, primitive and fear-inspiring but in which they must earn. their liveli- 
hood. The place is Barbados, "Little England" as the white school supervisor calls 
it. The background is the poverty and the almost insurmountable obstacles in the 
way of survival, the poetry and the laughter, and the series of anecdotes, from the 
bawdy to the infinitely sad, brings out the sense of the soundness, dignity and 
psychological well-being of the author's people. With his friends, Suck Me Toe, 
Trumper and Boy Blue, he examines the mystifying ways of the whites and their world, 
and through their watching eyes, that world is interpreted surprisingly. Against the 
pattern of escapades and inquiries which further the boys' education is the ground 
swell of folk philosophy and ancient recollection, poetically intoned by the village's 
Oldest members, "Ma" and "Pa", whose backward pull into the safe and understandable 
ways of old strongly highlight the conflicts within the growing boys. This power- 
house of a book - moving and gripping -- should attract the open-minded and unsqueam- 
ish, seriously interested in an honest portrait of another culture. ‘Ware bluenoses. 
Introduction by Richard Wright. (LC: 53-9014) 


-545- 








-546- Fiction August 15, 1953 


A Number of Reasonably Good Bets 


The new Paul Wellman, though out of his groove, will carry on his name~ THE FEMALE 
(Doubleday). The same is true for the new Sholem Asch, A PASSAGE IN THE NIGHT (Putnam). @ 


Elizabeth Janeway's LEAVING HOME (Doubleday) is her best book to date. Reports below. 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS~-Fiction 


September 24 


Doubleday 


Wellman, Paul 
THE FEMALE $3.95 

* The story of the rise of Theodora from street beggar and harlot to one of the 

most powerful women in world history has fascinated historians and novelists and bio- 
graphers. Vandercook in 1940, Kraus in 1938, wrote absorbing stories justifying Theodora, 
depicting her as a great ruler. Harold Lamb- to name the most recent of the historians, 

in his Theodora and the Emperor paints a less glowing portrait, and makes much of the 

triangle of which Belisarius was the third. (See page 312- 1952). Wellman, again ina 

novel, is caught by the drama of historical event, and endows it with his narrative 

and pictorial gift. Theodora is again made the dominant figure, Justinian comes through 

as her partner- but subservient to her greater intellect and instinct for decisive judg- 

ment. Belisarius is shown as loyal military genius, whose passions were given to the 
courtesan Antonina, while Theodora never wavered once her troth to Justinian was pledged. 

This is Wellman's first departure from the American scene. He has managed to suffuse a 

many times told tale with fresh glamor - and to hold the reader interest throughout a 

very long book. His title- The Female- would seem to suggest that he has drawn Theodora 

as woman incarnate. This is less than just to the penetration of his study, for Theodora 
emerges as more than the symbol his title indicates. Whether the period and the subject @ 
matter will appeal to those who expect something else from Wellman remains to be seen. 

The book is certainly his most mature work. (LC; 53-9980) 


September 25 


Beck, Beatrix Messner 


THE PASSIONATE HEART $3.50 ~~ 


The French -Prix Goncourt is a sometimes subtle examination of love, sacred an 
profane, and a level self-appraisal. The German occupation in France, the persecution | 
of the Jews, and the violent reprisals of the maquisards against the collaborationists 
lend. a stormy background to the personal struggle of Barny Aronovitch, a young widow. | 
Her own mixed desires take her to the Catholic church, and it is Leon Morin, a young i 
priest, amused and severe, persuasive and decisive, who leads her from the confessional 
to conversion. But in the process of his guidance which is also a flagellation, she 
falls in love with him, and the torment of the flesh refines this experience of spiritual 
perception; exaltation is dimmed by the pain of renunciation as their paths separate... 
A delicate, discretionary transcript which questions the eternal in intimate terms, this 
is for a rather special audience- say that of Mauriac- who has been working over the 
vulnerability of the flesh as against the invincibility of the spirit for many years. 


(IC: 53-10495) 


Steinbeck, John Viking 
THE SHORT NOVELS OF JOHN STEINBECK $2.95 
* Literary Guild selection for October pinpoints the importance of this republi- 
cation in a single volume of the shorter novels, including Tortilla Flat, Of Mice and @ 
Men, The Red Pony, Cannery Row, The Pearl and The Moon is Down. The Joseph Henry Jackson 


introduction is an added factor of interest. To many of us who feel that he is supreme 
in these short novels, the recognition of their significance is important. To many who 
came late to the banquet, here are some they may have missed. (LC: 53-9196) 
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September 28 








Zeraffa, Michel Roy 
THE LIVING AND THE LOST $3.50 
The success of Ilona Karmel's Stephania may provide a clue to the market 
for this novel of illness, though again we fail to find it challenging. It seems a 
slow-moving study of the sensibilities of a group of characters in a Savoy tuber- 
cular resort. The time is the mounting years of tension in France from 1938 through 
World War II. There is the disillusioned girl whose illness gives her a discipline 
she had not known; a young German student tainted by his Hitlerized youth; a thread- 
bare French student who represents an enlightened point of view; a henpecked doctor; 

a brilliant youth connected with the French ministry; a local school teacher, young . 
and timid. The illness of the girl has its effect on each of the others, whose lives- 
through the contact and shared experience, as she approaches death, are subtly chang- 
ed. A first novel. (LC: 53-9772) 


October 12 


Lodwick, John | Roy 
SOMEWHERE A VOICE IS CALLING $3.50 


An intellectualized melodrama again features a man of violence (Brother 
Death) and transcribes the brooding, wayward, uneasy and implacable retribution of 
Thornton, in the consular service in Spain. Now married to Dominique, Thornton is 
still pacing across the grave of his first wife, Gloria, whose quixotic charms re- 
vive a memory of hate rather than love and whose infidelities still obsess him. On 
his way back to France, Thornton is detained (on a rigged charge) by his superior, 
Carter, and only later in Minorca does he learn that Carter was Gloria's first lover. 
There he transfers his unremitting, unrelenting suspicions to Dominique, fancies that 
Carter has become her lover during their current, enforced separation, and the murder 
which assuages his festering suspicions becomes invalid with the knowledge that Carter 
is innocent in Dominique's transgression... A civilized and circumscribed drama of 
the downbeat to destruction, this does not always walk a straight line and is slowed 
by many conversational gambits as it makes its way through the Southern Pyrenees 
where- however- the countryside and native characters are knowledgeably observed. 


(IC: 53-9777) 
Wellard, James St. Martin's Press 
SUMMER AT THE CASTLE $3.50 


A summer at a castle in Ferona, Italy, sets a modern problem of conscience 
in an old frame and is an attractive drama of romantic impulses and ethical concerns. 
For the Baron and Baroness Sorano engage Julian Ward, an Englishman of 36, as a tutor 
for their children, Andrea, 21, Mila, 18, and Timmy, whom they find "uncouth and un- 
educated". And Julian, who is escaping a love affair with a married woman whose hus- 
band is now a war hero in a bath chair, is also escaping from a post in bacterial 
warfare where he is on loan from the R.A.F. Self-contained, and for the most part 
self-assured, Julian is still susceptible to Mila and her youthful, sensuous Mediter- 
ranean allure; they fall in love, and Mila breaks off her pre-arranged marriage to a 
wealthy boy. But the castle is only a temporary refuge- not a retreat- from the past; 
Julian prepares to return to England and the charge of treason that he will face; but 
he cannot reconcile the premise of genocidal warfare, and in his repudiation, is brand- 
ed as a Communist and jailed. There's an idyllic quality here, of a siren summer and 
the south wind of love, which still cannot escape the political realities of our time. 
Seductive. 

October yf 


Stong, Phil Doubleday -2°° 
RETURN IN AUGUST $3.60 _— 


This should be called State Fair Revisited-or Twenty Years After and for 
my money, it might better not have been written. Only the completely uncritical and 
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acceptant reader could find it other than contrived and obvious... Pat Gilbert, who had 
lost his heart to a farmer's daughter at the Iowa State Fair some twenty years ago is 

sent back to cover a trial- and incidentally the state fair. With him goes a young photo- 
grapher, thrilled at being selected to accompany Pat, now a big shot on a slick picture 
sheet. Of course, the secretary in the court is a young duplicate of Margy. Of course 
the photographer falls for her, and at the end the wedding is set for a week ahead. And | 
equally of course, Margy is now a widow; she and Pat meet again; and all is set for a 

double wedding - in spirit if not in fact, for Margy thought young daughter should have 

her fling first. Phil Stong can do better than this. There's a tongue in cheek, a 

smart alecky tone to the writing, that is not becoming. (LC: 53-5284) 


October 15 


St. Martin's Press 
HARVEST MOON $3.00 


The hop gardens of Kent are the setting for a battle between good and evil ) 
when David Winters decides to free himself of the relentless hold of Dyce Creston. Un- 
successful in one attempt to get away from Creston, Winters is spinelessly servile untii 
they hide out with the hop-pickers on Dick Farthing's farm. There his idea of killing 
his nemesis occurs, and although he fails, Dyce does meet his end through a jealous 
Romani, Nelson, whose woman he has seduced. Nelson stands trial and Winters is pulled 
out of an attempted suicide through the Farthings' kindness, prepared to accept the hum- 
drum and the normal with gratitude. The temporary world of the itinerant hop-pickers 
makes a good contrast to the vicious power drive of Creston and the almost hopeless 
submission of Winters, with Farthing, his wife and son adding still other qualities, 
goodness and dependability, to the picture. Unspectacular but competent. 


October 16 


Asch, Sholem Putnam @ 
A PASSAGE IN THE NIGHT $3.75 % 


A contemporary novel with an American background, the central theme - atone- 
ment,- as one man, tortured by his conscience for a trick he had played on a poor man, 
a trick that gave him his start on the road to wealth and eminence, turns his back on 
all he has achieved in a determination to right the wrong. The obsession baffles even 
his devoted secretary, and before she realizes what she is doing to him, she has helped 
build the evidence his son uses to place him in a mental institution. There the project 
he had undertaken as part payment of his debt is cancelled out; his freedom is curtailed, 
and the mental deterioration which his son and associates had claimed begins to set in. 
Then comes the grandson, who as a result of war contact with a spiritual rabbi had turned 
back to the faith of his forbears, and through the grandson and the rabbi, Isaac Grossman 
finds the path again; the truth about the man he had wronged is run to earth; the veter- 
an's housing project he had started is again put into operation, and the victory of the 
spirit in a material world is established for the bewildered seeker. The story is rooted 
deeply in the tenets of Judaism; reinterpretation of an ancient faith is given powerful 
impetus. The character of Isaac Grossman stamps itself indelibly on the reader's mind, 
though some of the situations and some of the other characters seem shadowy, unreal. 
Asch has here merged something of the power of his religious theme novels with the chal- 
lenge of modern life. Not since Fast River (1936) has he turned to the contemporary 
scene. His touch is perhaps not so assured, but the story teller is there- and the motif 
of a search for a personal God is a timeless one. (IC: 53-8146) 


October 19 


Arnold Elliott Knopf 
THE TIME OF THE GRINGO $4.50 e 


Arnold's concern for the early days of the Southwest territory was evidenced 
in Blood Brother, which showed Arizona in the grim period of Apache warfare. Now in 
this new book (note- he is back again on Knopf's list) Arnold has taken the story of 
New Mexico under the bloody and ruthless tyranny of the Mexican governor, Don Manuel 


Croft-Cooke, Rupert 
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Armijo, shortly prior to its absorption in the U.S. history tells little of the 
virtual slavery in which any who opposed Don Manuel were held. Even the Texan issue- 
and the cruel punishment meted out- is recorded as "just" by the encyclopedia. But 
Arnold goes behind the scenes, and in storied History records Don Manuel's rise to 
power, his ways of holding that power, his personality and his lusts and his ven- 
geances. The part played by one of his junior officers, Caballero, and the girl 
that both of them loved (in so far as Don Manuel could be said to "love") provides 
a thread to link a perhaps too meticulously recorded pattern of history into the 
story. The book is overlong - the action lags often- but the light thrown on this 
little known phase of New Mexico's history makes it in final analysis rewarding. 
(Le: 53-6402) 

October 19 


Soldati, Mario Knopf 
DINNER WITH THE COMMENDATORE $3.50 


The Commendatore is a retired opera impresario who has now chosen to narrate 
three episodes in his life, all of which depend on a curious- and seemingly inexplic- 
able incident. They also concern people who accept illusions which can sustain them, 
and reject the more painful reality. The Commendatore, or Soldati (an Italian film 
directore of some note) writes with an unusual blend of compassion, cynicism, and 
doubt, and the stories- which are not much more than anecdotes- tell of a conductor 
who always stops a performance at a certain passage, of a theatrical producer who 
converted his home into an orphanage, and of an enigmatic disappearance. The great- 
est virtue in this small book of several virtues is that Soldati knows how to tell 
a good story well, and to give that story meaning; and while he pities those who seek 
the protection of deception, he defends the dishonesty which can thereby bring con- 
tentment... A raconteur, reminiscent of a past generation and a more assured tradi- 
tion, he writes with sophistication and precision. And the translation from the 
Italian by Gwin Morris preserves the amenities of the original. (LC: 53-12179) 


Thirkell, Angela Knopf 
JUTLAND COTTAGE $3.50 


Opening with the death of the King, this current chronicle follows, dart- 
ingly, the rehabilitation of Margot Phelps, enslaved by sick, elderly parents, and 
makes sure that she is surprisingly but happily engaged at its end. The new Rector, 
George Fewling, (Tubby) makes his impress on Greshamsbury and his Navy career eases 
his way with the Leslies, Fairweathers, Warings, Carters, et al. The Mertons' agent, 
Wickham, dispenses sudden gifts of liquor; there's a steeple climb for a golden 
crested mippet; Rose Fairweather's efforts for her protege, Margot, keep the assembled 
company in a constant whirl of do-gooding as they provide treats for Margot, sit with 
her father, the Admiral, and keep an alert eye on her delicate mother. But although 
Wickham and Tubby are ready, rather belatedly, to offer for her hand, it is well-to- 
do Donald Macfayden who seizes the right moment to become engaged - even if Margot 
isn't. This terrain is over-familiar by now but there is always the small beer of 
mildly entertaining companionship for another leisurely tour. (IC: 53-10925) 


Brown, Henry Phelps St. Martin's Press 
THE BALLOON $3.50 


January 1940 to Dunkirk in the lives of B Troop Battery gives an Anglicized 
run through of men, machines and the moral mirror of waiting, retreat and the hope of 
the “balloon going up". The theft of the payroll of 12,000 francs and its repercussions 
from the administrative sphere through the ranks; the chain reaction of responsibility 
and suspicion; the German breakthrough and the assorted stands as they make their way 
to the coast during which individual heroism and courage help all to take the last 
wicket; the final renunciation of the guns and the haphazard salvation of the few - 
all point up the hardboiled-to-sentimental areas of British old-boydom. Tuning in 
on slow motion, this is a rough shoot for American readers. 
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October 19 


Westminster 


Butler, Helen 
A STONE UPON HIS SHOULDER $3.75 @ 


A young Arapaho caught between two civilizations. has first been brought up as 
son of a white Army couple in the East towards the close of the last century. When he 
is ordained a minister, he returns to his native Wyoming, hoping to find his mother, 
lost in a bloody raid by an enemy tribe, when he was a child. He finds her, but she is 
alien to him, yet he does not feel free to claim the love of a white girl who loves him. 
Then his conflict is heightened when he encounters the ruthless Indian who had killed 
his father - and realizes that the face that had haunted his life is that of a recently 
converted brother in Christianity, and - if he lives up to his faith- vengeance cannot 
be his. A primal law of his tribe is rejected. He accepts the dictates of his Christi- 
anity - and still rejects the love of a white woman, until she comes to him, determined 
to share his life. The issues are there- but the people and problems do not quite come 


alive. (LC: 53-9209) 
Westminster 


McConnaughey, Susanne 
TROPIC OF DOUBT $3.50 
A novel of the English missionaries of George III's reign relies on the faith 
and humanity of Reverend Thomas Lewis for its story. Product of rigid Calvinism, his 
post, with other brethren, in Tahiti, is to convert the islanders. His questions about 
the value of the work of the gospel, when it sullies the innocence of the primitives, 
about their sense of life versus the death-in-life religion offers, and about their 
equality as human beings bring criticism and censure upon him, from his superiors and 
his fellow workers. His desire to marry Marua to effect a complete conversion results 
in excommunication, sends him into native life and eventually proves his failure when @ 
the girl responds to a powerful tribesman. Admitting his error, he is still ostracized 
and dies, a sacrifice to his belief in love, pity and understanding. South Sea life 
juxtaposed against the bigotry, frenzy and suppressions of the outsiders; the questing, 
alive mind out of its era in its sensitive response - these are part of a balanced tale 
of the flesh and the spirit. Polemically possible. (LC: 53-9210) 


October 20 


Suhl, Yuri Macmillan 
COWBOY ON A WOODEN HORSE $3.50 


The author of One Foot In America (1950) continues his warm, friendly story 
of Sol and his Jewish family, immigrants from Galicia in the '20's. Now, four years 
later and an adolescent "cowboy" on an upholsterer's wooden horse, his romance with an 
American-born Jewish girl takes him through the mysteries of American courtship ("going 
steady") under the wordly wisdom of True Romances, His scholarly father, a shamus, and 
his step-mother, a pushcart peddler, for all their old country ways, are understanding 
and find the humor in the series of situations that arise. Although more experienced, 
Sol still has something of the greenhorn about him which is the basis of the amusing 
incidents, but there are the more serious problems confronting him, as a foreigner, when 
he tries to make sense out of American labor unions. This is heartwarming stuff that 
strikes a very human note and that makes fine, clean family reading and successfully 
follows up the earlier book. 5 

October 21 


Dahl, Boghild ae @ 
HOMECOMING $3.00 


An episodic story of the growing up of a young American girl of Norwegian 
descent deals with the problems which face the first and second generation newcomers 
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and natives in America. Lyng Skoglund grows up in Minneapolis, in a home where her 
mother, proud of her Norwegian blood and former station, neither understands nor con- 
dones her daughter's desire to be like her friends. A kind and loving grandmother 
® intercedes and helps make the concepts and finances, which deny Lyng such pleasures 
: as a school picnic and a new dress, more endurable. Lyng emerges from university 
training as a teacher, and, through her efforts to forward the backward school in 
the Norwegian community of New Stavanger, comes of age. Sturdy and straightfaced. 


(Ic: 53-10339) 


































October 21 


Berger, Elwynne Lippincott 
LOVE FROM SANDY $3.00 


The not always "adhesive" thoughts of Sandy Sanderson, set to paper in her 
letters home from England, reflect the effervescent and enterprising character of 
their contributor and have a young, bright burble. And while the sites and statuary 
do not impress her, and she finds the food- and the climate- austere, she responds 
to the extra-curricular phases of her education with enthusiasm. There's the cross- 
ing on the L:berte with 22 Rhodes scholars- all of whom could be hers- but from whom 
she selects Steve who is very "deep"; there's Dave, in Paris, who offers a more de- 
pendable type of devotion; there's the romance she instills between loveless Miss 
Day and a professor, which does not founder but flourishes behind her back. Her 
resourceful activities come to a close when she is sent down, after organizing a 
student demonstration, to be salvaged from disgrace by the intervention of the now 
kindly Miss Day... Sandy- as she bats her lashes- and bridles- at the British, is an 
engaging eighteen, and her letters have an impromptu, impudent charm. (IC: 53-10220) 


Wicker, Tom Morrow-Wm. Sloane 


e THE KINGPIN $3.75 ~— 


A cynical story of crooked politics in the South tells of Bill Tucker, the 
kingpin, and the conniving manager of Colonel Harvey Pollock who is trying to win an 
election to the Senate on a white supremacy platform. When he loses the primaries, 
Tucker arranges to have a second balloting which he stacks by blackmail, bribery and 
intimidation. Pollock wins, but in the meantime, his second in command, who hates 
Tucker, revives an old college paper which Tucker had written on Lenin, remembers 
that his roommate had been a "Red", and gets a girl to perjure herself in swearing 
that he was a Communist. The smear prepared, it looks as if Tucker were through, un- 
til the fact that Pollock's wife holds the pursestrings changes the outlook and the 
outcome... Issues, but no ideals, fast deals and finagles, the scenery around these 
parts is sordid and there's no bloom left on the magnolias. (IC: 53-8344) 


October 22 


| Janeway, Elizabeth Doubleday 
Na LEAVING HOME $3-95 /Y 


Ten years have passed since The Walsh Girls signalled a new talent. Daisy 
Kenyon, while popular, disappointed the prophets. The Question of Gregoryintrigued 
while it baffled. Now with Leaving Home, the promise of the first book seems fulfilled. 
Not everyone will like it. The characters are so fully realized that they rouse one's 
indignation, they irritate, they perplex - but they don't leave the reader somnolent. 
The period is the thirties; the place- New York and its environs. The central char- 
acters are two sisters, Nina and Marion - caught successively at the point of rebel- 
@ lion against the commonplaces of life. and finding their rebellions affecting them 
| in rather violent and unpleasant ways; and a brother, Kermit, who is perpetually in 
revolt and accepted by his family as "different". They don't know quite what to do 
about it - nor does Kermit, who swings from extreme to extreme- now getting involved 
in shady dealings, now interfering actively to preserve his sister image and showing 










August 15, 1953 


-552- Fiction 


a spark of tenderness and fineness under the crass overlay. To me the book had something 
of the tinsel of John Phillips' The Second Happiest Day in the glimpses of cafe society, 
suburbia edition. But the issues were more substantial, the people had more reality, and 
in final analysis that particular aspect of the book's pattern proved simply a phase- and 
not a whole. The book will shock the unsophisticates- libraries on guard! But in retro- 
spect there's a kind of integrity- sometimes an honest anger- that redeems it from cheap- 
ness. Certainly not a book to disregard. I think it will sell. (LC: 53-9994) 


October 23° po/z 7 
Harcourt, Brace 


Irwin, Margaret 

ELIZABETH AND THE PRINCE OF SPAIN $3.50 — 
Third in the biographical novel series which began with Young Bess, went on 

toa Elizabeth, Captive Princess, now this brings Elizabeth through the period when Mary 

was briefly and tragically queen, to her own coronation, and the inevitable results of 

throwing off the trammels of twenty odd years of restraint. Backgrounded by a glimpse 

of Europe in the struggle for power; Spain seeking to ensure the balance against France 

by an unwanted marriage between young Philip and the middle aged Mary Tudor - this builds 

up to an unexpected issue as Philip found the captive Elizabeth more to his taste than 

his possessive, ageing wife. As a story there is, perhaps, slower pace than in the pre- 

ceding books, but it is integral to the portrait, as one glimpses Elizabeth, mature be- 

yond her years in her intellectual view of the world of which she is a part - and yet, 

at times, still the tomboy, rejoicing in occasional escape from controls with young 

Dudley, playing with fire, emotionally, well aware of the danger lying in the allure 

she held for ‘the bored and restive Philip... The enhanced interest in Elizabeth due to 

the play- the picture - and the new Elizabeth II - may spur interest in this book and 


its predecessors. (IC: 53-10633) 
October 26 


Muir, Marie A. St. Martin's Press 
DEAR MRS. BOSWELL $3.50 





Report repeated from p. 141 of the February 15th bulletin, when scheduled 
for earlier publication, as follows: "For more than a century James Boswell has been 
overshadowed by the great Doctor Johnson about whom he wrote. This earnest, astute 
reflection of his domestic life will do little to upset history's verdict. James 
Boswell is still the pompous buffoon who fluttered in Johnson's wake. By the time he 
got around to proposing marriage to his country cousin and childhood confidante, his 
suit had already been rejected by two of the better dowered young ladies of his set. 
His name was already connected with several unsavory love affairs, and though he was 
the eldest son, he was often threatened with disinheritance, by an irascible father, 
if he failed to settle down. Boswell never actually settled down- but he went through 
the motions of an affectionate husband and a good father- when he was at home. How- 
ever, his ruling passion was the companionship of the "Great", and his favorite con- 
versational gambit was the ageless “as my friend--- said"... A worthy portrait, which 
will largely appeal to devotees and scholars- and the most thorough-going of these 
at that." 


Stuart, Jesse McGraw -Hill 


THE GOOD SPIRIT OF LAUREL RIDGE 10/2 7 $3.50 


The Kentucky hills again as background for a typical Jesse Stuart yarn. 
There's the very scent and sound and feel of the region, while the people he writes 
about are close to the soil he knows so well. There's a sense of fun in his yarning, 


and the born story teller comes to the fore in the character of old Theopolis Akers, 
who spins tall tales to suit his needs. Sometimes it is to entertain his daughter, r 

come back to take care of him in his blindness. Sometimes it is to scare the city 

slickers who settle upon him. Sometimes it is to belittle his neighbors, the gossipy 

old trouble-maker, Doshie, or her lazy son, Hootbird. But it all adds up to a tale | 
with the feel of folk material, though the setting is today. (IC: 53-10630) | 
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October 28 






Dickens, Monica Little, Brown 
THE NIGHTINGALES ARE SINGING $3.75 











Another Anglo-American marriage, (which might almost be a follow-up to 
Westward The Sun) here pursues the wedded life of Christine and Vin, after she leaves 
England, comes to America and lives in Washington. Thirty four years old, independent 
and forthright, Christine's romance isn't too glamorous and she isn't too sure about 
her feelings for Commander Vinson Gaegler, but when her aunt dies, she knows she must 
make the break, and follows Vin for their wedding on her arrival. Then she starts 

to learn the pattern she must follow, the codes for a Navy wife, Vin's jealousy and 
rather priggish subservience to rank, the tightrope between his mother and brother, 
their neighbors and military friends, the routine in this new land of plenty. Her 
pregnancy holds bright promise but when she loses the baby and Vin is assigned to 
Panama duty, it is to England she turns and there she finds she is more alien than 

in America. Her affair with Tommie Burns, begun on shipboard, continues in Washington, 
where he is teaching, and Vin's homecoming poses an emotional question - which is 
ended by Tommie's death when they are in an auto accident. It is her unshrinking 
honesty which assures a future for the marriage which had been threatened by diver- 
gent manners and thought, differences of opinion - and personalities. No literary 
turning point but, allowing for a British point of view, a feminine angle on domes- 
ticity that has spark and intelligence. (LC: 53-10232) 

































Gielgud, Val Morrow 
RIDE FOR A FALL $3.00 tate 


The suicide of David Braganza, a not altogether likable but rather charming 
@ dilettante in the British Foreign Service, leaves its shadows of doubt- political and 
emotional, and his friends and intimates and an occasional Communist fill in the back- 
drop to his high jump from a hotel window. There is Rex Campbell, a journalist, whose 
heavy drinking and easy tastes in women still did not blur his possessive love for 
Jennifer, his wife; Jennifer, whose picture was found in Braganza's wallet, an ironic | 
footnote to an inconclusive affair; Hermione Braganza, whose cold elegance belied her 
warm interest in her husband; the gentlemen of the Foreigh Service- who had reasons 
to suspect Braganza's fellow-travelling companionship; etc.,etc. But it is Braganza 
himself who gives the final verdict on his life, and the death which was the only 
answer to a cul de sac which demanded fuller explanations for an empty existence.... 
Personable, but unprincipled, people- at a point of no return- this is groomed by 
glamor and has a certain aura- applied rather than bona fide. Rentals. (LC: 53-9313) 


October 29 


Hemingway, Leicester Henry Holt 
THE SOUND OF THE TRUMPET $3.95 


First hand experience may background this first novel by Ernest Hemingway's 
younger brother, but obsession with the sadistic rather than the realistic removes it 
from the category towards which it is aimed. Danforth Granham, U.S. Army cameraman, 
lands with fellow servicemen and British Royal Navy on the Normandy beachhead on D-day. 
He accompanied the Allied forces through the liberation of Paris, on almost to Dachau; 
he witnessed blood, guts and sadism; he restored Francesca, his self-doubting love, 
to a state of feminine wholesomeness - and then on his return to Paris learned she 
had been killed in an auto accident. There is. a group of strange characters,= & crook- 

@ ed colonel, a vain major, a psychoneurotic brother, brutal non-coms, unspeakable 
"Krauts", and homosexuals all over, but Danforth remains unsullied. Many descriptions 
of horrible sights and war atrocities, but all in all a slim plot, rambling and dis- 
organized in the telling; puerile handling of human emotions and cardboard character- 
izations. Bowdlerization, chest-thumping and preachy observations hardly compensate 
enough to make this family reading. Public libraries- not for you! (IC: 53-9587) 
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October 5 


Mines, Samuel- fd. Holt 
THE BEST FROM STARTLING STORIES $3.95 @ 


(And also from Thrilling Wonder Stories.) More story and character than gin- 
micks in this collection, whose cream is Sturgeon, Bradbury, Van Vogt and whose common 
denominator is imagination. Research in genetics for the last man and woman on earth; 
the impossibility of telling the truth publicly about Mars; a new world of color and 
sound; earth people succumbing to Martian living; time standing still; a synthetic man; 
- an assortment of 11 worlds to come. Introduction by Robert Heinlein. SF in chic 


clothing. (IC: 53-8980) 
October 9 — 


Levin, Ira Simon & Schuster 
A KISS BEFORE DYING $2.50 — 


Triple threat - in the status of a multiple murder case in which three sisters 
were successive victims of the cupidity, the ruthlessness, of a man who expected to ac- 
quire wealth and ease without effort. One reads of such cases and wonders how the mur- 
derers get away with it. Here is a plausible enough story of how one such creature al- 
most succeeded, only to be tripped by little things that built the evidence against 
him. The reader is in on the kill - and even so finds himself snared. 


October 16 


Dutton 
SO COLD MY BED $2.50 © 


The Chandler school rather ineptly sped in a mystery which supplies a comfort- 
ably grotesque evening. The tough detective who tells the story responds to affection 
and decency;:a good girl pretends to be hard-boiled in the bewilderments of her environ- 
ment; the honest cop's hands are tied, and the bad cop wants conviction for the detective; 
the sophisticated woman downs her whiskey straight and carries a gun in her purse. In- 
gredients all accounted for; only the plot is lagging. (LC: 53-1033+) 


Taylor, Sam S. 


October 19 


O'Mara, James Dutton 
BUGLES AT DAWN $3.00 


For the western fan who prefers his happenings predictable, this follows the 
prescribed formula. The bold, strong, intelligent lieutenant on the Indian frontier is 
held down by the personal animosity of his colonel. The colonel's wife feels she has 
chosen the wrong man, and yearns for the handsome lieutenant. The sweet young girl of 
the West "does what comes naturally". Sorry- pretty bad. (LC: 53-11519) 


October 22 


Disney, Doris Miles | Doubleday 
PRESCRIPTION: Murder $2.75 


The merriage of Dr. Alice Townes to Clifford, the son-in-law of wealthy Mrs. 
Burnham whom she had attended- but failed to save, does not still her doubts of Clifford- © 

or her conscience in the unexpected decease. As time goes on, the past troubles her; the 

loss of a syringe; the death of a calico cat; the presence of Jewel- whom Clifford knows- 

too well; and as her love for Clifford graduates to distrust and disgust, she secures 

the finite evidence... Femininely fallible but believable. (IC: 53-9132) \ 
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October 22 


Hastings, Brook Doubleday 
THE DEMON WITHIN $2.75 


Violence, mental and physical, takes a grim shape when Leon Basset escapes 
from an insane asylum, and a badly battered body is found- declared to be that of his 
brother Alvin. Threatening and pornographic letters follow; an old body is exhumed 
and murder exposed; a local editor publicizes the case but has his private fetish- 
he keeps his women locked up; and the victim, while wrongly identified, leads to the 
killer and reveals a paranoiac pattern. Dig all those crazy people. (IC: 53-9347) 



































Hendryx, James B. Doubleday 
GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT v $2.75 U 


(Black John done hid out for this.) Hilton's belief in a big gold strike 
pays off when squaw man Carmack pays back and deals him in on the bonanza found in 
the grass roots of the Klondike. Hilton's Betty, a real sourdough, has two beaux 
who follow her from the University of Michigan and it is Jack Lee who makes the grade 
with her father, is saved by her courage and who partners up for the wedding bells. 
Late 1890's - he-men - wild plays - ride YOUR hunches. (LC: 53-9995) 


October 26 ,—- 


Short, Luke Houghton, Mifflin - $2.00 
SILVER ROCK Ballantine - $.35 


The end justifying the means when Tully Gibbs swindles his way into Kevin 
Russel's friendship to get a chance at working Russel's mining properties. Pretend- 
ing to have been a pal of Kevin's son, Gibbs counters local opposition, bests rough- 
shod Hodes and almost wins Sarah Moffit's loyalty. But it isn't until the mines are 
threatened and Gibbs keeps pitching that he's squared all around. Modernized western 
stuff. (LC: 53-9247) 
October 28 


Blake, Nicholas Harper 
THE DREADFUL HOLLOW $2.75 


Anonymous poison pennings at Prior's Umborne cause Sir Archibald Blick to 
hire Nigel Strangeways to locate the evil-doer and restore the town's sanity. The 
Chantmerle sisters (one crippled), Blick's two sons and dusty doings in the village 
put Strangeways beyond official rules and test his bluffs. Blick's murder confounds 
the confusion until Strangeways surprises proof positive. Broody. (LC: 53-7730) 


Queen, Ellery | Little, Brown 
THE QUEEN'S AWARDS: 8th Series $3.00 


A dragnet of the year's talent in the short mystery story field turns up 
some new faces as well as old hands and provides an omnium gatherum of many moods 
which range from somber violence to whimsy. Steve Frazee's prize winning My Brother 
Down There is a reflective and uneasy contemplation of "the line which runs from crime 
to punishment"; second prizes go to Stanley Ellin for his story of a man's defense of 
an unknown woman which leads to her betrayal; to Roy Vickers, A.H.Z. Carr, and Lillian 
de la Torre's Johnson and Boswelliana. And Eleazar Lipsky, Charlotte Armstrong, 
Dorothy Salisbury Davis and James Jaffe complete a cast of experienced entertainers. 


October_ay 22 


Webb, Jack Rinehart 
THE NAKED ANGEL $2.50 
Detective Sammy Golden and his irrepressible friend, Father Shanley, loop 
through show, drug and church business. They start off with a dead woman, a dead wet- 
back and wind up with two burlesque queens, the used car racket as a front for nar- 
cotics pipeline - and more killings. The fighting, praying Padre righthands Golden's 
lonewolfing so that right, plus more than a little might, is in. Good deal, awkward 
angles. (IC: 53-9241) 
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MUST BOOKS 
October 28 
© 
(] White, Theodore H. Morrow-Wm.Sloane 
FIRE IN THE ASHES: furope in Mid-Century $5.00 


* If everyone who should read this book would read this book, we'd be on our way 
to meeting the challenge put to us by Theodore H. White. For here is a superb analysis 
of the state of modern Europe and the crossroads at which America stands. What he calls 
"the years of the pause” are ending. Europe is confronted with decisions relating to 
the rebirth of Europe, under American pressures and the renaissance of Germany. How this 
situation was reached is examined dispassionately, in terms of concrete evidence and 
human beings. America and Russia are struggling for the loyalty of Europe. To under- 
stand this struggle better Mr. White takes the big three - England, France, Germany - and 
examines the record between so-called victory and today's resurgence. He examines too 
the steps by which American aid achieved what it did, and how American prestige collapsed. 
The Marshall Plan unquestionably saved Europe but the American tendency to thrust tech- 
niques and procedure on un-ready peoples left its wake of dislike and distrust. The pic- 
ture of a rising Germany, with inner conflicts evidencing the survival of a form of Hit- 
lerism, causes one pause - and fear. Classical diplomacy is no more - but have we found 
what to put in its place? A United Europe is closer than ever before - but can it sur- 
vive the deflation that Europe is emotionally experiencing today? Faith in America is 
the touchstone. Can we reinstill it? Not if Congress and Congressional committees call 
the turn on foreign policy. The issues of faith between America and Russia cannot be 
settled. Only the external irritations can be adjusted. But White challenges us to re- 
capture the image of freedom, the promise of prosperity, the place in the world our re- 
sponsibilities as a great nation have forced upon us....As November Book of the Month 
selection, this should reach the wide audience it deserves. (LC 63-10166) e 


TWO DARK HORSES 


September 21 


Knopf 


\S/ Cloos, Hans 
F CONVERSATION WITH THE EARTH $5.75 


* A fascinating book that is not only a survey of geology written in travelogue 
form, but which is a personal adventure abounding in the penetrating observation of a 
brilliant scientist and sensitive human being. It is no pat simplification of a complex 
science; the author flatters the reader by the clear exposition of terms and principles, 
and the reader travels with him, gaining understanding as the scientist explores problem 
after problem. Beginning in Africa in 1910, the neophyte geologist is fresh from the 
university; when he returns to Africa in 1936, having covered much terrain in many parts 
of the world, his readers too will be wiser. For not only is Hans Cloos a scientist 
with a real feeling for the meaning and beauty of his world, but he has a gift for con- 
veying his enthusiasm in poetic expression. And the translator, E. B. Garside, has done 
a beautiful job. The book falls into six parts, for the six explorations. It starts 
with the geological explanation of the gold of Johannesburg, the diamonds of Pretoria, 
the discovery in the Erongo Mountains which throws light on the nature of the earth's 
crust. Next- the Dutch East Indies, where his job of prospecting for oil is secondary 
to his interest in the cultures of the people. In Scandinavia the confounding problem 
of a range of mountains that seem to move at a pace fast in geologic time absorbs hin. 
America seems somehow less interesting, though his travels in Sierra Nevada brings closer 
home the changes in the earth. Then in Germany he explores territory already familiar. 
Finally, in his return to Africa, he concludes with a recapitulation of the scientist's @ 
and the reader's first experience. A book for thoughtful reading, which should capture 
the imagination of anyone with any scientific interest whatéver, and fascinate those with 


more specialized knowledge. Illustrated. 
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October 29 





Hulme, Kathryn Little, Brown-A.M.P. 


THE WILD PLACE $3.75 


* The Atlant:c Monthly Press non-fiction prize is a highly compassionate, often 
passionate, and at all times holding documentary of the years spent in a Polish D. P. 
camp by a member of an UNRRA field team. And from the first months at Wildflecken in 
1945, there were no convenient categories for this fugitive flood- "each new individual 
encounter would repeat the misery in a slightly different form" as the boxcars with 
their human cargo were shipped in from the concentration camps. There were the pro- 
blems of organization, and order, and food- and the delirium (close to a demonstra- 
tion at one point) over chocolate bars and Spam after six years of black bread and 
potato soup; the frustration of requisitions - arrows shot into the air; the long en- 
closed winter and the unwelcome present from headquarters on Christmas of an unex- 
pected 1000 new arrivals; and the endless file of statistics, fingerprints and brand- 
ed arms which had a far more human identification - the Countess with her aristocra- 
tic bearing and her decisive enterprise; the faithful Ignatz who knew how to do every- 
thing- save ask for help; Georgi; etc., etc. And as time passed, cloistered in the 
strange half-world of the camp, here were the men and women without a country and 
with no place to go; the bitterness of selective emigration; the disillusion in the 
first D.P. act which was certainly not written by the lady who lifted the lamp; the 
endless reorganizations and negotiations behind closed doors and drawn curtains.... 

A deeply felt and deeply moving record of this whole tragedy of displacement and dis- 
possession, this is certain to engage the heart of any reader who has one - and it 

may well reach an audience which too often prefers to insulate itself against books 

of this kind. But the sleeper success of the Anne Frank diary, while very different 
from this, suggests a possible market. (LC: 53-10233) 


MOSTLY SUBJECTIVE ~ AND ONE OBJECTIVE 


That i8th century gossip, BOSWELL ON THE GRAND TOUR (McGraw-Hill) resumes 
his entertaining reportage; E. M. Forster returns. with THE HILL OF DEVI (Harcourt, 
Brace); Mrs. Robert Henrey tells more in MADELEINE GROWN UP (Dutton); and Thurber, 
dear. Thurber, reveals. further foibles and fancy in THURBER COUNTRY (Simon & Schuster). 
Vernon Bartlett’s STRUGGLE FOR AFRICA (Praeger) offers. challenge and stimulation in 
its consideration of a problem country. See reports below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
September 14 


Harris, Sydney Regnery 
STRICTLY PERSONAL $2.95 


A readable and witty collection of pieces from the author's column which, 
though they don't deal with sports, are pleasantly reminiscent of the style of Jimmy 
Cannon, noted sports columnist of the New York Post. He discusses the foibles of 
man, the social animal--example;: ‘the dishevelment of all travelers en route; speaks 
of daughter Carolyn and the piano; mourns the paucity of good old English swear 
words that are not obscenities; records his own love of good music; and, like Cannon 
and his "Nobody Asked Me But" columns, runs off a long list of his "Purely Personal 
Prejudices"--examples: "No voice on the radio sounds so sane or reassuring to me as 
that of Elmer Davis, who deserves some sort of special prize for emotional balance"; 
"I would rather eat a hamburger than a steak, so that I can buy the recordings I 
want". Good fun and good wit in the department of the light essay. (IC: 53-10154) 
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September 15 


Magner, James A. Bruce -@ 
MENTAL HEALTH IN A MAD WORLD $3.75 


Any reader outside the Catholic fold is bound to raise questions that this 
book does not answer. The Catholic viewpoint in the language of contemporary psychology 
reveals an astounding acceptance of the old parables and precepts. The author sees 
materialism as the basis for most of our community and personal failures, ranging from 
war to divorce, and advocates a "mind at peace with itself" as a starting point for | 
better mental health. That he offers no positive suggestions on how one is to arrive at 
peace of mind, except through faith, disturbs him not at all. He advises against per- 
mitting the imagination to paint alarming pictures and feels that if we can have a 
“cheerful imagination" we'll be well on the way to solving our problems. His main con- 
tention seems to be that “mental health is the product of controls over instinct, impulse, 
appetite and emotion” - but he does not define what he means by these terms. Perhaps the 


believer will find it satisfying. 
September 21 


Ballantine 


Humphries, Rolfe- /d 

NEW POEMS BY AMERICAN POETS Paper $.35-Board $2.00 
Anthologies at best are second best to reading the bulk of the work of worth- 

while writers and are apt to disappoint one on the score of both inclusion and omission.. 

Rolfe Humphries is, however, one of our best anthologists and, in this instance, the 

level of the writing is probably more a reflection on the level of the available material 

than on the selections themselves. For the most part, either the poems are better than 

the poets or the poets are better than the poems. On the whole, the poems are generally © 

good, but not good enough to warrant placing the poets in the literature of the future. 

And the poems by established writers seem, in many instances, less good than other work 

they have done. Some, however, are ably represented:- Marianne Moore, Auden, Wallace 

Stevens - while a mere handful of the younger generation, notably Theodore Roethke and 

Richard Wilbur, challenge the masters for top honors. (LC 53-10418) 


September-2y— >t 
Oeloba 22. 


Doubleday 


Romoli, Kathleen 
BALBOA OF DARIEN $5.00 
This interesting chronicle (that rather than biography) complements Morison's 

d-:ial of the Ocean Sea, Jt delineates the complicated pattern of the coastal and in- 
sular explorations that followed Columbus' rather tentative and inconclusive probings. 
Primarily it recounts in detail the establishment on the isthmus of the first settlement 
on Tierra Firma, the improbable “Darien”. The book is the story of Balboa to the extent 
that Darien rises, falls and dies with his fortunes. Balboa's strong and matter-of-fact 
character, his qualities as a settler experienced in the vicissitudes of the new world, 
come to the fore as he outstrips gentlemen fresh from Spain, appointed by Fernando to 
posts in the new settlement. Chosen by fellow colonists as mayor, over the head of the 
deputy governor, Balboa's brilliant career began. But his faculty for making enemies 
and his mishandling of neighboring Indian tribes, headed him for a fall. There's an 
amusing account of his taking possession of the Pacific - the "South Sea" - in the name 
of Spain. Then came a period of intrigues for control and Balboa's trusting nature 
allowed him to be trapped, tried and executed. And Darien followed soon after. The @ 
writing does not reach the imaginative heights of great historical exposition but it is 
solidly researched and the movement and mores of the people are revealed. A colored map 
endsheet, two maps in the text, bibliography and index give the book substantial claim 


for sound background reading. (IC 53-9142) 
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September 25 









McKay 


Ellsworth, Lyman 
HALIBUT SCHOONER $3.00 










This is a straightforward but not inspired account of fishing for “long 
line bottom" fish in the waters around Alaska. The author is an ex G.I. who found 
Iowa dirt farming not to his liking and decided to try a new frontier. His conclu- 
sions are that "it takes men out where we're going" and that a young fisherman will 

| worry less if he is unmarried. Signed on in risky Fall weather by a hard-bitten 
Norwegian captain, Ellsworth learns the intricacies of deep sea fishing, nasty storms 
and the perils of port. There are pleasant interludes of cooking for the crew, see- 
ing a school of phosphorescent dolphins; there are details of catching a shark. All 
in all, somewhat pedestrian reading. (IC: 53-11356) 
































September 28 


Bartlett, Vernon Praeger 
STRUGGLE FOR AFRICA $3.95 


* A fresh broadly reasoned and open-minded study of a problem continent, 
country by country, whose various outcomes will affect each other as well as the rest 
of the world. As a British newspaper correspondent and member of parliament for 
twelve years, Mr. Bartlett has had a sound background for his penetrating and color- 
ful book. That is evidenced almost immediately as we are taken into the turbulent 
history of South Africa and led through analyses of its peculiar naticnal and social 
movements - for example the Boer feeling of escaping from an oppressive Britain ra- 
ther than of building anew - to a firmer understanding of the tight tolerance alive 

@ today and the difficult thing it will be to relieve it. Along with past and con- 
temporary economic and political situations, there is a consciousness of tribal 
mainstreams, as the author continues eastward on his way around the continent. 
Belgian Congo presents a brighter picture- of whites and natives working towards a 
stable society. Nigeria and the Gold Coast are still brighter, with native autonomy 
an almost realized goal. Turbulent Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia are discussed in 
clear relief as to their religious and political outbursts. Continuing on to fate- 
ful Kenya and the Mau Mau terrorism, there is the type of comment here that should 
both satisfy and provoke the serious thinker. A challenging book, this may be noted 
as one of the most outstanding volumes on Africa to date. (LC: 53-11083) 





September ?T 
21 
Drepperd, Carl W. & Crowell 
Matthews, Marjorie M. $3.95 
HANDBOOK OF TOMORROW'S ANTIQUES 


Today's acquisitions may be tomorrow's antiques and this book may well serve 
as the pathfinder for people bitten with the collector bug and endowed with pocket- 
books too slender for existing antiques. Actually, the dividing line is a narrow one, 
as collectors of American patterned glass will testify. One aspect here should be of 
interest to industrialists,- the importance of knowing the beginnings of each field, 
whether industry, manufacturing, agriculture, medicine, or what not. Our own Centen- 
nial Exposition sparked the interest in acquiring curiosities of our nation's early 
history and "curiosity shops or bric-a-brac shops" sprang up everywhere. Today far- 
sighted museums and libraries are leading the way, while such projects as the Williams- 

@ burg restoration and the like draw hundreds of thousands. A brief text and over a 
thousand pictures introduce (in alphabetical order) such varied possibilities as 
agricultural implements, catalogs, decoys, ironstoneware, matchboxes, toleware, 
etc. Beginning collectors, gather while ye may. (IC: 53-10706) 
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October 5 


Hostler, Phyllis Roy @ 
THE CHILD'S WORLD $3.00 


A perspective on children by an English educator and psychiatrist reflects a 
pleasant point of view and a flexible theory which is applied to everyday experiences. 
"The Child in the World" is seen in relation to the larger issues he will face:- disci- 
pline, which must be consistent; goodness, which may be more gratifying to the parents 
than it should be; his manners, play habits, hobbies, etc. "The Child in His Home" 
narrows down to the circle which will include his relationship with his mother, his 
father,his grandparents, his Nannie, his teacher; and "The Child in Himself' constricts 
even further to the emotional world of the child where fear is dominant, and then to 
aggression, jealousy, shyness and showing off, to sickness- and the shadowy concepts of 
death and God, etc. There is nothing here to question - or to quarrel with- but one may 
wonder where to find a market for another book on child care which says little that 


hasn't been said before. (LC 53-9779) 


World Publishing 


Cole, William- “d 
THE BEST HUMOR FROM PUNCH $3.50 
A bulging plum pudding of prose and verse from the 112 year old English maga- 
zine and a first for any such collection to appear in the United States. You'll find 
the casual comedy of "The Throes of Living" divided into diversions and dilemmas,- in 
the shops, home and family, arts and belles lettres, man versus animals, eccentrics and 
individuals which in turn offer a barmy parade of silly situations, domestic didoes, 
dogs, horses, pigs, hens, mice (even an elephant). There are spoofs and parodies, too, 
which have a go at detective stories, careers, music, Henry Green and Ivy Compton-Burn- 
ett. The authors included have no established audience here (just brief glimpses of © 
A. P. Herbert, E. V. Knox, etc.,) so, although unsigned, the passport is still good for 
madly reasoned entertainment. Perky black and whites by Sprod. Up the Anglophiles: 


(LC 53-6648) 
October 7 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Peel, Doris 

THE INWARD JOURNEY $3.00 
A searching, pointed and often poetic personal history of a trip- and the 

clash of controversies - ideal, political and human - that the author found and strug- 

gled to reckon with in the heart of contemporary Berlin. Renewing old acquaintances - 

with Freidl, who lived in a Hessian village, later with Hans and Ernst of West Berlin, 

and with Kathe and Leisl of the eastern sector brought its welter of human emotions, 

the efforts to understand and to be understood in a turbulent desert of ideologies. 

Everything seemed basic yet, at the same time divided into a myriad of enigmas. Why do 

the Communists think as they do? Why do the Germans think as they do? And where can 

one draw the line - down the middle of a city or the middle of one isolated human mind? 

These are a few of the questions the author had to wrestle with in the conversations 

with those she came to know and know better- not drawing conclusions but going through 

an often soul-wrenching process as, one after another, she saw how truths became twisted 

from both sides. In East Berlin she saw a Communist peace festival- witnessing the 

false expansion of an ideal - and the horrifying logic with which it was viewed by so 

many. In the west there remained the wounded who disliked America for its failure to 

quell Russia. But from experience came the faith that the human seeks to understand, @ 


whatever his ideologies- and that on this, the private friendship, much of our future 
international friendship must be built. A penetrating study. (IC: 53-9259) 
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October 14 WU 


Seton, Celeste Andrews & 






Andréws, Clark Sars BO— 
HELEN GOULD WAS MY MOTHER-IN-LAW 3.5°0 


* A sort of “Life With Helen Gould" book. This is written with sly good 
humor and provides a faithful account of a fabulous woman who lived a period piece 
in her own lifetime. Helen Gould Shepard was the eldest daughter of Jay Gould, 
financier. She adopted four children, the eldest of whom was Finley, who came 
down with measles at an orphan's party. Then Louis, the author's husband, was 
brought in because it seemed healthier for Finley to have a playmate other than 
spiders. His demand for a brace of sisters resulted in adopting Olivia and Helen 
Anna. Their mother loved them lavishly but did not spare the rod. They learned 
chapters from the Bible or arias from operas as punishment; Tuesday was French 
night and Thursday Spanish night, with starvation the alternative to knowing the 
foreign name for the foods. The new daughter-in-law's initiation to the family 
introduced her to a Victorian Sunday - with church twice - and the eccentricities 
of a mother-in-law who wrote out a check for $6,000 to stop Mormonism because she 
didn't believe in multiple marriage. Readers will enjoy the extraordinary living 
of an extraordinary family. A surprise - and fun. (IC: 53-8438) 


Nunn, Henry L. Harper 


THE WHOLE MAN GOES TO WORK $3.50 


An important addition to business literature is this autobiography of a 


shoe factory, the Nunn-Bush Company, which has received much publicity for its labor 


practices which include 52 pay checks a year in spite of lay-offs, profit-sharing, 
and labor representation on the Executive Board. These policies have given rise to 


much controversy through the years among both management and unionists, but Mr. Nunn 


ably explains his procedures and defends himself against the charges of paternalism, 
company unionism and socialism, with which he has been constantly confronted. An 
open-minded reader cannot but feel that here is a middle-ground based on one man's 
practiced belief that no business can succeed if industry does not take into con- 
sideration that the "whole man", his insecurities and prejudices and frustrations, 
"goes to work". A good book for all echelons, right down the line. (IC: 53-8548) 


Miller, Richard I. Morrow-Wm. Sloane 
THE TRUTH ABOUT BIG-TIME FOOTBALL $400 


Fortunately this surgical dissection of football, with its ills, ailments 
and diseases - and its healthy aspects as well - has been made by a man who loves 
the games and wants to save it. It is a hard-hitting factual report on many of the 
unsavory aspects of the game:- athletic scholarships that run into big money, the 
win-at-any-price philosophy of too many coaches, alumni and even college presidents. 
He points up the dangers of bowl games and all-star games and suggests as an anti- 
dote a plan assigning the great profits made on these games to the project of play- 
grounds the country over. This is no fanatic trying to tear down football, but an 
idealist sincerely trying to protect the game with healthy, sane de-emphasis pro- 
gram. He sees encouragement in some of the plans announced by the Ivy League and 
others, but feels there are still coaches and alumni to be watched. Though at times 
he writes laboriously, the sincerity of his purpose comes through. (Physical 
Education-Univ. of Illinois) (LC: 53-10170) 
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Phillips, William & Harcourt, Brace @ 
Rahv, Philip- ds. THE NEW PARTISAN READER: 1945-1953 $6.00 


This anthology from the Partisan Reviewis fairly distinguished in tone and 
slightly existentialist in substance. The first section is devoted to some bitter but 


well-written short stories in the Truman Capote genre. The next section - poetry - 
contains perhaps the most eminent names:- Auden, Robert Lowell, Elizabeth Bishop, and other 


avant-garde poets of sound reputation and is definitely worth while. The final sections 
contain essays on literary and political subjects inthe somewhat fine-spun manner of this 
magazine. Some are interesting- some merely mannered. And yet this anthology includes 
perhaps the outstanding literary talents of today. It is well edited and has distinctive 
style. But these virtues will not insure sales for its appeal is to a sharply defined 
literary coterie. Limited. 


SeAT 22 
ei Macmillan 


Carr, E.H. 
THE BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION 1917-1923 Vol III $6.50 


In the long range view of historical development, the immediate limitations of 
this three-volume study to the years of revolution- 1917 to 1923- may not seem to restrict 
its value. But for today’s market, the pace of history is so rapid that it seems unlikely 
that any but serious students of that particular phase will find the work essential read- 


ing. The first volume appeared in 1951. This - the third and last - treats of Soviet 
Russia and the World and deals with foreign relations during this period. Carr analyzes 


the complexities due, he feels, in part to geographical position, in part to the need to 
strike a balance between the promotion of world revolution and the desire to establish 
normal diplomatic relations. The book includes an extensive bibliography and an index of 

the three volumes. A scholarly work- for scholars. . 


October uw | 4 





Lamond, Henry John Day ,_ 
KANGAROO $3.50 / 


Good nature writing about the still relatively unknown back country of Australia 
and the mobs (herds) of kangaroos who make it their home and of the hunter who trailed 
them for their hides. The story is doubly focussed in Big Red, @ prize young buck kangaroo 
and on Larry Grant, the hunter of kangaroo skins who spared Big Red over and over, out of 
a reluctance to kill so magnificent a specimen. And the action takes place during the 
first half of Big Red's life cycle--from the time he is a hairless little “joey” in his 
mother's pouch, through two summers as a grey stripling, to the gaining of his red coat of 
maturity and the winning of his manhood in a successful fight for a mob of his own. This 
gives the author full scope to tell of the many peculiarities of kangaroo life and tempera- 
ment which makes them come very much alive for the reader. (IC: 53-11455) 

Adams, J. Donald- Fd fate 2. Dutton 
| THE NEW TREASURE CHEST $4.00 

It seems incredible that Mr. Adams' memorable Treasure Chest appeared as long 
ago as 1946. The years between have established his column in the Wew York Times Book 
Review where people clip and cherish those expanded aphorisms, those bits of reflective 
prose that happened to strike a spark. Now, for those devoted followers, and for others 
who enjoy reading random pieces at bedtime, here is another collection - subtitled "an 
anthology of reflective prose”. In no sense is either volume to be considered an ex- 
haustive anthology. The sources of the world's prose would make any collection inevitably 


personal, both in selection and in appreciation. The ancient classics are deliberately 
omitted. The new volume contains more from Continental writers; 150 authors not represented 















August 15, 1953 Non-fiction -563- 


in the first book are sampled here. With one exception, the extracts do not exceed 
500 words - in itself a limitation which excludes writers who need more compass for 
their expression. Assuredly here is a volume conforming to Holbrook Jackson's words: 
"Books...in their most favorable moments of reception revitalize". There is much in 

_ this collection that should "revitalize". (LC: 53-10331) 


October 16 


Flexner, James T. Harcourt, Brace 
THE TRAITOR AND THE SPY a2: 
S, 


A writer on varied subjects (Doctors on Horseback and American Painting: 
First Flower of our Wilderness ) turns to a brisk and trenchant biography of Benedict 
Arnold. As a picture of the betrayer, and the two other single personalities that 
had the most prominent bearing on his life- John Andre and Peggy Shippen- it concen- 
trates more on the externals of his career and on the psychological reasons that made 
Arnold the troubled man he was in the first place. Traditionally, here is the ambi- 
tious and brilliant young soldier who rose swiftly from his enlistment to the command 
that took him to Quebec. Failing there and later at Ticonderoga, the seeds were sown. 
Others were appointed over him, and, in spite of a later victory against Tryon in 
Connecticut, Arnold never lost his grudges against the American command. The rest- 
his troubles with the civil authorities in Philadelphia, marriage to the childish, 
Tory, Peggy Shippen, gradually firmer dealings with Andre and the betrayal of his com- 
mand at West Point- is history. A sharply woven, colorful study, marked by assiduous 
research that uncovers new material on Andre, but without the deep penetration that 
could have made it a more permanent contribution. (IC: 53-7843) 


Bar-David, Molly Lyons fits, Putnam 
MY PROMISED LAND /°/ =~ > $4.00 


A warm and open hearted record of the fulfillment of a chiidhood dream as 
Molly Lyons, Canadian born but Zionist-minded, migrated to Palestine in 1936 after 
the early years which had - partly through stigma - reenforced her identity with the 
Jewish homeland. Once there, she joined the Haganah, the secret militia, became a 
correspondent, and married Dutch born Jaap Bar-David. But this is largely the story 
of the war years, and after, in the long struggle for survival and recognition; the 
harsh British measures; the Arab atrocities; the disappointment in America with the 
loss of U.S. support; the long siege of Jerusalem during which she and her family - 
which now included three little girls - were forced to abandon their home; the con- 
stant strafing and lack of food; and finally peace - which only led to austerity. 
A trip to Holland, and later a lecture trip through the States for the Hadassah; the 
life of the cities and the kibbutzes; the strong sense of family and religion, of 
mission and pride in the meaning and achievements of this new country - give her 
record its interest for others, and make it more than just a personal story. (LC:53-8155) 


Coast, John |O AF lo} 7% Putnam 


DANCERS OF BALI $4.00 


This autobiographical account of the man who engineered last year's very 
popular tour of the Balinese dancers in America, is also a charming study of his life 
in Java and Bali since the war's end. Freed from his years in a Japanese prison camp 
after the fall of Singapore, Mr. Coast married and settled down to work for Javanese 
independence. After its achievement, his first efforts to interest the new government 
in a program of cultural missions failed because of costliness. Their own interest 
merely fanned the more, he and his wife settled in Bali, in the small village of Kali- 
unga, to group around them, by hit or miss, the well known and experienced musicians 
and dancers of the region in an attempt to build a troup and plan for its extensive 
trip. Their life in Kaliunga was necessarily not all dancing and festivals. Warm 
and often vibrant characterizations show the Balinese in their cultural individuality, 
living in an indescribably beautiful country - nevertheless shot through with upheavals 
and daily closer contacts with the west. Twenty-four pages of photographs complete a 
book for a market that may be bigger than you think. (LC: 53-8157) 
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October 16 


Grange, Red & Morton, Ira Putnam / © 
THE RED GRANGE STORY $3.00 v4 


The personal story of one of the great running backs of football history, from 
his early days as an all round star athlete at Wheaton, Illinois, through his phenomenal 
career at the University of Illinois to his professional ball days. This shows him play- 
ing hard at the game he loved, but also playing foolishly, regardless of injuries, to 
make a lot of money. Fans of the old days will get a thrill out of his great runs but 
will feel disturbed at his leaving school at the end of the football season to barnstorm 
in sixteen professional games to the tune of $125,000. Grange gave the big impetus to 
professional football, which has never produced his equal. His philosophy of making it 
fast while he could is too forcible an illustration of the very dangers indicated in 
Richard Miller's Truth About Big-Time Football (gee report above - p.561) 


October 19 “© 


Harcourt, Brace 


A TREE IS A TREE 34968 $h.50— 
: Ye 


A re-run of a famous moving picture director's career has a very personal’ touch 
and the appeal of the technical side of movie-making. Bitten by the bug at an early age 
in Texas, he sold tickets, ran the projector and shot his own pictures, learning the hard 
way about cameras, lights, action - and story. His brashness carried him to New York 
then to Hollywood, where he went from the short type of story to the feature picture and 
where, with Peg 0’ My Heart, with Laurette Taylor, he was far up the ladder. The Big 
Parade was another marker; The Crowd, Hallelujah on to Duel In The Sun - the problems of @ 
each and the incidents of production are all discussed along with the theory and practice 
of films and audience response. Elinor Glyn, Lillian Gish, Garbo, Hearst and Marion 
Davies, Goldwyn, Chaplin, and many, many others are part of his story which makes the 
wheels within wheels of the moving picture studio understandable and entertaining. With- 
out the lofty approach of Flaherty, this however holds its own in cinematic reporting. 


Illustrated with photographs. (LC: 53-9221) 


Vidor, King 


Darrell, R. D. Knopf 
GOOD LISTENING $2.75 
A valuable little handbook for the majority of today's record collectors who 
are themselves neither performing musicians nor even able to read music, and who are all 
too prone to blunder into the blind alley of trying to keep up with the musical Joneses 
instead of acquiring a record collection they themselves can truly enjoy. The author 
points out that the most important consideration in building a library is always "work- 
ing with the grain of one's temperament". An intensive cultivation of whatever specific 
musical region each of us selects for himself--instinctively or rationally--as the most 
congenial “home-place” in which to live, work, play and grow is the best sort of start 
for the average collector; and once this is established each can then begin branching 
out as he wishes. But the prime shaping force always must be one's own personality and 
one's own recognition of it--so that the record library becomes not a museum of carefully 
preserved musical artifacts but a host of Good Companions who will provide a stable 
oasis of intellectual and emotional pleasure and relaxation in our tense modern lives. 
Divided into three parts, the book deals first with the listener's instinctive tastes 
and discoveries, then suggests a means by which maturing listeners can orient themselves 
on music history and survey more systematically the available treasures of the phonograph, @ 
and, finally, deals with the different types of music and the personalties they attract. 
As good a guide for the average, bewildered and groping collector as any now on the market. 








@ 
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October 19 


Nathan, George Jean Knopf 
THE THEATRE IN THE FIFTIES $4.50 


The man with the "skeptical itch" turns in his opinionated and evaluated 
report on the theatrical scene, sometimes with a wide-angled, sometimes with a close, 
but never with a soft, focus lens. The general reviews of American, British and 
Continental playwrights. are part of the reviews of their recent plays; there are 
articles on the state of the theatre, Shaw and his actresses, musical plays, and 
critics and reviewers. Some of the sections are amplified by an appendix of related 
Jottings. There are dry to scorching comments on acting, actors, playwrights, di- 
rection, performances, productions; on the show versus the play, what the audience 
wants - and what it gets; and on present day versus high moments in the theatre of 
the past. Praise and credit are never lavish and are generally noteworthy and the 
past master of the unqualified adjective and the perennial sock and jab continues 
ar ~~ of all he thinks bad in the theatre of today. As always, stimulating. 

LC: 53-605 


Samuel, Maurice ) Knopf 
LEVEL SUNLIGHT $3.00 

An evaluation of the present conditions in Israel by a man who was intimate- 
ly connected with its inception under Chaim Weizmann, Samuel, an Englishman and former 
secretary of the International Zionist organization, has written other books on modern 
Jewish questions, most recently Prince of the Ghetto. Actually this is a lament for 
the change of the Zionist state from the dream of Jewish renaissance to a state of 
refuge from persecution. He deplores the fading idealism, the growing schisms, the 
dangerous world position which began with the early days of the collective farms, etc. 
But above all this is a tribute to Weizmann and a valedictory to the time in which he 
was influential.. Samuel is obviously wound up in his past and not completely in 
touch with-~ no understanding of- present conditions in Israel. Still he feels that 
Israel may be saved through American cooperation and scientific progress... Critical, 
often controversial, and still more often digressive, this is not for a general market 
here and is doubtful for Zionist sympathizers. (LC: 53-9475) 


Pottle, Frederick A.- Ed. - McGraw-Hill 
BOSWELL ON THE GRAND TOUR: Germany and Switzerland, 1764: $5 .00 


* Boswell is back - the spirited Boswell of the London Journal who has shaken ? 
the dreariness of the straight and narrow path adhered to in Holland for a tour of the 
German courts, financed by patient Papa. And here again is his journal, not the piece- 


work of the Dutch year, but a bubbling narrative of a year of high adventure. In 


Berlin he tries to have an audience with Frederick the Great, but his kindly guide Lord 
Marischal is a bit wary of the young nobleman's actions and Boswell loses out. Then 
Boswell ventures by post-wagon from one principality to another where he partakes of 
the sparkling life of the courts with ease and delight. Fully aware of himself as a 
young Laird of Auchinleck, indeed perhaps overly so, concerned with his mercurial 
spirits which he terms hypochondriac, flipping over in his mind the possibility of 
marrying his Dutch Belle, Zelide, Boswell journeys on, on the whole triumphant. In 
Switzerland he achieves his greatest victory - in breaking through the reserve of the 
recluse Rousseau and confessing to him - a charming twist. The long conversations 
with Rousseau form perhaps the most delightful portion of the book. There follows 
the visit to Voltaire, at whose home Boswell stays. The first volume of the Grand 
Tour series, next stop to be Italy, this brings us Boswell with all his ebullience, 
self-concern, and charm, and Boswell brings with him the life of manners and intel- 
lect long dead. For the London Journal market. (LC: 53-9018) 
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October 19 


Buchanan, Lamont Putnam © 
THE FLYING YEARS $5.00 


"A Pictoriel’ History of Man's Conquest of the Air"- published in commemoration 
of the fiftieth anniversary of the Wright brothers famous flight and tailored more to the 
demands of a non-flying, souvenir hunting public than the specialist's tastes. A host of 
illustrations and photographs- 275 of them- and a brief running commentary of text chrono- 
logically cover man's attempts to rise into the atmospheres - from Dedalus and Icarus to 
forth-coming space flight... Noted here, and praised, is every flight event- from those 
perhaps forgotten in the interim, like the Earhart and Post flights, to those ever-to-be- 
remembered, like Lindbergh's and the earlier accomplishments at Kitty Hawk and, still 
earlier, in the balloon-dotted French skies. And on down to the present there is the 
record of the famous genérals- Allied and Axis- and their air forces, and of the commercial 
buddings recently blossomed into the British jet liners that cross our oceans at a speed 
of over 400 m.p.h. A pleasing harvest of the cream of the crop, providing a definite birds 


eye view of the world's conglomerate air-history. 


Viking Press 


Ryan, Cornelius - /d 
CONQUEST OF THE MOON $4.50 
It is important to know that this is not science-fiction but a factual, scientific 
survey of what man‘s first trip to the moon will probably be like. In a previous volume, 
Across the Space Frontier, the same group of scientists Dr. Wenher’ von Braun, Willy Ley 
and Dr. Fred L. Whipple described the setting up of an artificial satellite space-station. 
Now they carry on the story, from the construction of three space ships at the satellite 
station (a non-stop Earth-Moon flight would necessitate a prohibitively large ship) to 
the actual landing on the Moon. Six weeks have been allocated for the first stay there, © 
and they are to be used for meteorological, physical, astronomical, geological, geo- 
physical, etc. exploration and study. And finally, there is the return trip from the Moon 
to the space station circling the Earth. The authors point out that we now have all of 
the knowledge and tools; that years of detailed planning and preparation are necessary, 
but that all this will probably come to pass within the next 25 years. Part of this 
material and a good many of the colored illustrations and charts by Chesley Bonestell, 


Fred Freeman and Rolf Klep first appeared in Collier's 
October 20 
Galton, Lawrence Crowell 
NEW FACTS FOR THE CHILDLESS $2.75 


Of the (10%) childless marriages, 50% can be helped and this is a clear explana- 
tion of the fertility factors in men and women and the ways in which they can be increased. 
From the physiological processes of conception to the psychological disturbances which 
mitigate against it, this demonstrates the types of examination for men and women, what 
they reveal, and what can be done through tests, techniques and therapies. One-child 
sterility, miscarriage, and artificial insemination conclude the discussion of the medical 
evidence which should raise the hopes of those who want to raise a family- but have so far 
failed.... Pending the germination of Fishbein's Children for the Childless Couple (Double- 
day), this should have a clear field. (LC: 53-8431) 
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— 
October 61 | 2/ 2 


Taber, Gladys & Lippincott 
Webster, Barbara STILLMEADOW AND SUGARBRIDGE $5.00 


Dogs and horses; neighbors and family; the countryside- Chester County, 
Pennsylvania- Southbury Township, Connecticut; the year round - éndoors and out; and 
we grow into deeper knowledge and friendship with two women, to whom the pattern of 
country living has a message we need today. It is an unusugl concept- this inter- 
change of letters, letters that recount the homely happenings, that share the moments 
of sheer delight, that exchange ideas on basic truths. Refreshing- charming- if 
occasionally slow-motion. With Edward Shenton's drawings- a heartening gift book. 
(Lc: 53-8932) : 
, Bie lots, October 22 ~W 

AS eilgey ot 
Caen, Herb CEG: Caterer ca Doubleday 
: DON'T CALL IT FRISCO Heer aS dil] $3.50 | 

San Francisco columnist Herb Caen pulls a sequel to his Baghdad~by—the~Bay 
(reported in 1949, p. 459) out of his cap in further flash-pattern about his city. 

He draws color from "The Silver Fox", Joe Bernstein the gambler, and B girls; he re- 
lates his columnar difficulties in pleasing audience and self, and indulges in throw- 
ing out a few of his favorite stories; he effuses on the beauties of the Bay and the 
ugliness of Alcatraz; he quips his way through the streets; he lingers over stories 
of sentiment involving little known people; he manages to include some big names as 
well. He has an eye for color and an ear for coinage. The result: a frothy but 
fizzy brew.... Give me Joe Jackson's Hy San Francisco (see p. 574) 


Field, Henry | Doubleday 
THE TRACK OF MAN $5.95 b~ 


The memoirs of a famous anthropologist have the flavour of exciting work 
and a facile narrative style that should make them a sizeable bid in a growing mar- 
ket. Both anthropology and archaeology have benefitted immeasurably from Mr. Field's 
interest in them and from his ability to carry out the large scale projects demanded 
for their development. From a boyhood in England that saw him through Eton and Oxford, 
and from a family background that had nurtured such works as Chicago's Field Museum, 
Field went eagerly as a young student on his first trip to the excavation grounds at 
Kish. There his heart remained for most of the rest of his life. Though his work 
took him to the caves of Altamira and the Pyrenees with the Abbe Breuil, to America 
where he worked for years in the Field Museum and saw the construction of its marvel - 
lous Hall of Primitive Man, into planning for the developmental exhibit at the Chicago 
World's Fair, and into wartime studies for the U.S. government- it was at Kish that he 
did his main body of work. Fascinated by the shaded past of the cultural hub of our 
civilization there, Field dug, dusted and studied to piece together his track of man. | 
His essays on the Babylonian findings have their tribute in the scientific world. His 
autobiography is a spirited account of the adventure of science itself. Illustrated 
with 16 pages of photographs. (LC: 53-5594) 

§/VE 
Forester, C. 8.- Sd. & Intro. by. _'/ Doubleday 
THE ADVENTURES OF JOHN WETHERELL $5.00 


A seaman's diary, from the early 1800's edited for modern readers, offers 
lively detail about life aboard the frigate, Hussar, about years in prison in France, 
and about a voyage to Africa with a cargo of missionaries and their "Female Band". 
Impressed from the Jane, Wetherell soon learns the brutal ways of His Majesty's Navy 
and martial law, experiences not only implacable officers but plots for escape, is 
present when a prize is taken, when they go on the rocks and when they become prisoners 
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of the French. There is the long march to the prison at Givet, the many incidents during 
his ten years there, and, with freedom, another long pull to the coast and England, and 
the voyage that ends the book. He is often “allarmed", always observant and alert to 
everything of interest, from "beugles" to the Emperor Napoleon's passage through Givet, 
and his ever-present commentary will delight those to whom personal sidelights on history 
have an appeal. Forester's 25 page introduction and 8 of Wetherell's original drawings 


will add much interest to this. (LC: 53-7983) 
October 22 


Haydn, Hiram & Doubleday 
Nelson, John Charles A RENAISSANCE TREASURY $6.00 


An extensive anthology of familiar Italian and Northern European Renaissance 
writings, bound in attractive format with line cuts to head each chapter, captures the 
many-faceted spirit of the period. For the casual reader or student, this representative 
accumulation of important works affords a wealth of reading from which to choose as well 
as a solid survey of the guiding ideas of the time. Here, for perusal, are sonnets from 
Petrarch, tales from Boccaccio, lives from Vasari, Cellini on Wecromancy, selections from 
Orlando Furioso,. Pico'’s essay on the Dignity of Man, and Machiavelli's on the Prince- and 
more. Moving to Spain there are chapters from the works of Juan Luis Vives, and Cervantes- 
and from the northern countries- France and Holland, there are Rabelais’ Pantagruel, writ- 
ings from the Pleiade poet, du Bellay, and from Lipsius, Luther, Erasmus, and Kepler. There 
are the notable omissions, but an anthology can only go so far. Mr. Haydn and Mr. Nelson, 
both recognized Renaissance scholars, have put their heads together successfully on a need- 
ed treasury from one of the most exciting literary periods in our history. (IC: 53-9988) 


Forster, E.M. ail Harcourt, Brace 
| THE HILL OF DEVI 4.60 $h 00 
~ * A collection of letters, recording Forster's remembrances of India and written 


during his visits in 1912-13 and again in 1921 when he served briefly as secretary to the 
Maharajah of Dewas. Not only do these enchanting letters tell of the social and religious 
life, the Maharajah's marital and family problems, his political intrigues, but they tell 

@ great deal about Forster himself. For those who remember his famous book, 4A Passage to 
India, they throw light on much that the book revealed. The quality of the letters, written 
to friends and family, is such that they seem to have been written for the reader. Before 
their close, one feels that a close personal friend has shared his impressions of India 
through a delightful correspondence. In any list, this book will stand high for literary 


favor. (IC: 53-922h) 


Stevens, Vice Adm. Leslie C. Little, Brown (A.M.P.) 
RUSSIAN ASSIGNMENT $5.75 


Not an attempt at political analysis but an informal and sympathetic eye-witness 
account of life among the Russians in Moscow and environs. Having mastered the language, 
Vice-Admiral Stevens saw and heard at first hand and from servants, farmers, tradesmen, 
civil employees, etc. One sees through his eyes the plodding, patient, courageous, generous 
character of the broad mass of Russians who, the author demonstrates, deserve an incompar- 
ably better regime than they are getting. There are beautiful things in Russia, - their 
extravagant theatre for example,- but there is a universal lack of the most ordinary 
comforts, and the constant threat of the slave labor camps is omnipresent. All this is 
not news, but, told as direct experience by a warm and observant human. being, it has a 
freshness and authenticity that makes informative as well as entertaining reading. 


(IC: 53-10230) 
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October 22 


Gresham, William Lindsay Rinehart 
MONSTER MIDWAY $3-75 


After writing two novels, Nightmare Aliey and Limbo Tower, Gresham tries his 
hand at non-fiction in this. The novels- though not conspicuously well-written- were 
morbidly interesting. The new book is neither well-written nor interesting. In se- 
lecting his subject- the behind the scenes life of people who work for carnivals- 
Gresham has fallen into a trap that has snared better writers than he. He takes people 
who by any objective standards lead abnormal lives and are often physical or mental 
freaks; he paints a romanticized picture of them for he sees them as perhaps a little 
better than normal people. He attempts to dignify their way of life by supplying 
historical background for their acts; he has no use for the person who does not ac- 
cept the hardships with gusto. But he fails to endow his "carnys" with either the 
individuality or the color he claims for them. Maybe he intends this as an apology 
for Nightmare Alley? (IG: 53-9239) 


Wylie, Philip / Rinehart 
DENIZENS OF THE DEEP |//)>_ $3.00 

Forty years of fishing have made Wylie a mellow man on this subject--mellow 
for him, that is. The basic wryness is here, so is the inimitable style--but for a 
change he's having fun. And here it all is--for the "joes and jills" who are the 
modern Izaak Waltons - salt water diversion. "Fishing", Wylie says, "is mostly tough 
luck--'the big ones got away' is its basic slogan." But even when they do, there are 
still the incomparable days in the blue and purple waters off Florida and the Bahamas. 
And, getting back to fishing, Wylie explodes some of the gorier myths about sharks 
and barracudas, and tells of the muscle-tearing thrills of fishing in the "heavyweight" 
division (blue and white marlin and sailfish) and in the "middleweight" division 
(kingfish, yellowtails); mentions the International Game Fish Association, of which 
he is Vice President; and describes some of his greatest thrills and heartbreaks. 
For the fishing devotee. 

October 23 


Dedmon, Emmett Random House 
FABULOUS CHICAGO $5.00 


This lively history of the Midwest's great metropolis resembles Lloyd Morris' 
Incredible New York far more than it does E.J. Kahn's rather deprecatory Chicago, The 
Second City. This is social--and sociological--history at its best--with no chip on 
its shoulder but plenty of facts up its sleeve. Hearty and lively in style, it tells 
the story of Chicago in the 1830's when it was still essentially an Indian village, 
through the furious real estate activities in pre-Civil War days which laid the founda- 
tions of so many fortunes, and the exciting years of '61-'65, when dedicated aboli- 
tionists and the Confederacy-sympathizing Sons of Illinois rubbed uneasy elbows. Then 
there is the great fire that burned nearly two days and left the wooden city razed to 
heaps of glowing ruins; the new, more soundly-built city where the fresh-made million- 
aires furiously studied etiquette on elegant Prairie Avenue, while the "Levee", the 
local tenderloin, printed its own newspapers and even issued its own Sporting and Club 
House Directory. Then came the recurrent waves of immigrants, the rise of labor, and 
the good works of such real citizens as Jane Addams and Mrs. Louise De Koven Bowen. 
With the 20th Century, Chicago's hair was somewhat slicked down, but there was still 
to be Harold McCormick's romance with the millionaire-collecting singer, Ganna Walska, 
Insull's towering rise and even more spectacular fall, the Chicago Opera with Mary 
Garden its great star, the second World's Fair, the rise of a new school of writers, 
and, of course, in that other world of the 18th Amendment, Johnny Torrio and his pupil, 
Al Capone. The author, who is Assistant Sunday Editor of the Chicago Sun-Times has 
certainly written a convincing answer to Mr. Kahn's assertion that his city is suffer- 
ing a "second best" neurosis. (LC: 53-6921) 
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October 23 


Standard, Stella Viking 
STELLA STANDARD'S MENUS With Recipes For Ail Occasions $3.75 _ 


* Here are 75 menus, with accompanying recipes, and covering simple home meals, 
seasonal parties, great occasions, holiday menus, children's parties, and so on. The 
characteristic that strikes one forcibly is the good balance between dependable, orthodox 
food, and that unusual twist that gives the housewife the reputation for gourmet touches. 
The stress laid on planning for the servantless kitchen does not indicate that here are 
short cuts. Actually there are few - or no - short cuts to turning out the perfect meal. 
I found this provocative, suggestive, stimulating. I found, too, some recipes I've been 
hunting, notably one I sought in vain just last week through some sixty cookbooks, for 
Coq au vin. Next week-end, I'll use hers! A book I'll want to own. Line drawings by 


Karel Svolinsky. (LC: 53-11794) 
October 26 


Henrey, Mrs. Robert Dutton 
MADELEINE GROWN UP $4.00 


’ * Those who succumbed to the charm of Jhe Little Madeleine will be delighted to 
follow her into her twenties and to the marriage which ends this book. It opens with her 
first day as manicurist at the Savoy in London, tells of her friendships with Scotty, Daisy, 
Alice and Dolly, of the customers who brought excitement and color into her life, of her 
meeting with Robert and the true romancing which almost filled her days. The American, Mr. 
Bourdon, gave her a chance in moving pictures, a Russian and an Austrian were kind to her, 
her mother was distrustful of Robert and the neighbors of Soho had a good gossip over her 
clothes. A pain was diagnosed as dry pleurisy (Soho said consumption) but Madeleine didn't 
improve until Robert made her follow doctor's orders - south to Prance and rest. At Pau © 
she met the young and the old whose lungs were failing, and with the help of a strict 

doctor and a summer in the mountains was able to return to Robert and her wedding, which, 
with family dissension and ill-feeling did not make her a happy bride. A twenty one year 
old's high moments and low spirits, the sights and smells and sounds of her surroundings, 
the avid, unquenchable thirst for life which was crowded with all sorts and kinds of 

people - this is uninhibited autobiography in which innocence and knowledge are constant 


companions. For the market as before. (IC: 53-10333) 
Sardi, Vincent Holt 
$3.00 


& Gehman, Richard 
SARDI'S: The Story of a Famous. Restaurant 


The story of how a stagestruck young Italian became the host to stage and screen 
is unpretentious but not without a certain mass appeal for the public that has learned 
the name of his restaurant from newspapers and radio. He keeps his progress from Italy, 
to London, conscription in his national army and emigration to New York, in 1907, uncom- 
plicated; his jobs here, his marriage and the plunge into his own business have an even 
tenor that is broken when they are forced to move from their first location. The ups and 
downs and final recognition of Sardi's are embellished by the people he knew,- columnists, 
playwrights, producers, promoters, agents and the theater, radio and television performers 
themselves, by the groups who met and the deals that originated there. Full of table top 
chatter, this is topped off by recipes of some of the Sardi specialties. Backstage with 
a boniface has its interest in well known names, stellar attractions and good humored 


accounting. (LC: 53-5500) 
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Herr, Major General John K. & Little, Brown 
Wallace, Edward S. $6.00 
THE STORY OF THE U. S. CAVALRY 


An English officer of the Napoleonic wars once said that the principle of 
cavalry in warfare was to give tone to what otherwise would be simply a vulgar brawl. 
And the U.S. Cavalry has certainly always done that--with its dashing uniforms and 
yellow sashes--and has backed it up with solid achievements in some difficult fields 
of battle. From its first, rather fumbling use in the Continental Army, the U. S. 
Cavalry has gone on to win great distinction in the Mexican War and the subsequent 
occupation of the ceded New Mexican and Californian territories, the opening of the 
West (1848-61). The brilliance of the Confederate Cavalry (which sprang naturally 
from a horse and hunting citizenry) and the slowly mounting juggernaut of Union 
Cavalry that had to learn the hard way,which in the end. proved invincible, are - 
among the evergreen legends of the Civil War. And, once peace was restored, the 
Cavalry went on to a really major part in the winning of the West and the subjuga- 
tion of the last rebellious Indian tribes in the 1865-90 period. The immortal charge 
up San Juan Hill proved to be the Cavalry's last great moment. From then on the once 
glorious story moves downhill--from peripheral duty in World War I, to the 1933 policy 
of the then Chief of Staff, General MacArthur, to mechanize each arm of the service 
to the greatest extent possible--then the last ride of all--the Louisiana maneuvers 
of 1940-41. The motor-conscious American public was so impressed by the successes of 
the German panzer divisions over the flat roads of North Europe that it was thoroughly 
convinced that the horse had no more place in modern warfare. But various voices of 
high military authority--among them General Patton's--have stated that the subsequent 
campaigns in North Africa, Sicily, Italy, and most recently, in the broken, jagged 
Korean hills, would have been won with far greater dispatch had there been some 
highly mobile, mounted troops around. And the authors enter a fervent plea for in- 
mediate equine reinstatement. For boots and saddle men--and their women, in and out 
of uniform. (LC: 53-7319) 


Runyon, Tom Norton 
IN FOR LIFE $3.75 


A lifer in the Iowa State Pen tells the story of his journey from the hills 
of West Virginia to his Iowa cell. After a free-wheeling boyhood marred by a diffi- 
cult, drinking father who didn't believe in education, Tom skated through the twenties 
in various jobs. The depression found him supplementing his income with the bank 
robberies which involved him in second degree murder and which led to life imprison- 
ment. From his narration of crime he goes: on to his concern about punishment. Tom 
considers his changing attitudes toward his wife, who divorced him after five years of 
his imprisonment; toward prison life; toward the cons and guards. He tells of various 
prisonmates, of life on the mainline, on Death Row, in solitary, where he went after 
an escape attempt. Through the prison paper he has aided other men and fights to 
better even further conditions which have already improved in recent years under the 
present Warden. An engrossing glimpse of penal sociology and of one man's reaction 
to the life meted out to him and his growth in it. 


Siemel, Sasha Prentice-Hall 
TIGRERO $3.50 () 


To those whose memories swing back to Duguid's Green Heli, the name of Sasha 
Siemel may ring a bell, for he was Duguid's "wild Russian engineer” who served as pro- 
fessional guide and hunter on the trip recorded in that book. This is Siemel’s own 
story of his years in the jungle empire in the heart of Brazil, Matto Grosso. And of 
his experiences as a jungle fighter, a lone wolf armed with a spear against the man- 
eating "tigres". His love for the wilderness of marsh and jungle, the strange ani- 
mals and birds, pulled him back again and again from frontiers of civilization. But 
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his killing was a professional job- to eliminate the beasts who slaughtered the cattle and 

the dogs and the men who were in his way. Superb adventure, sparked with an all-pervading 
awareness of the lure of the jungle. But it is a book that has terrific competition in a 

market that may be sated with other fine books, from Man-Hkaters of Kumaon by Jim Corbett @ 

to Hunter by Hunter and the most recent Horn of the Hunter. by Robert C. Ruark. That 

those books do not deal with South American hunting may give Tigrero a talking point. That . 


and its stamp of authenticity. (LC: 53-9629) 


October 26 v 


Simon & Schuster 


Thurber, James . 
THURBER COUNTRY $3250— i 15 
Sy. 


* Prom the New Yorker, Bermudian, Holiday and Cosmopolitan come these murmurations 

by an expert anatomist of confusion, whose knowledge of its mysterious physiology is not 

to be confused with anyone else's. This expounds his standing (and jumping) rules for a 

happy marriage, the unexpected dividends of a good clean, sweeping generalization, the 

chances of survival on a pleasure cruise, the joy of filing and forgetting when corresp- 

ondence confounds and how man can outwit woman (no ladies,and gentlemen's rules here). 
There's a sketch or two, more than one dilemma (telephones in closets to be coped with in | 
French and buying your wife a flag and flagpole for Christmas, among them), Aunt Wilma's 

quandary over odd change, some parodies, the heinous crimes of a practical joker, happy | 
endings for old ballads, etc., etc. Although there is a piece on humor being a headache, 
it's for certain the only ailment here will be a laugh-ache at the wry disarray of human 


perplexities. Have a nice time. (LC: 53-9700) 
October 27 | 
Little, Brown 
KNOW YOUR DOCTOR $3.00 


The previous title, "You are Healthier Than You Think" is more apt- if also more @ 
ordinary- for there is largely common sense in the little black bag of a California g.p. 
and the r.x. he most frequently writes is reassurance. There is a little here about 
medical practices (the shots pay the rent) and patients' attitudes; but the main part of 
the book deals with the (70%) physician's patients who are mildly neurotic and the emotion- 
al disturbances which cause heart troubles, nervous stomachs, ulcers, asthma, migraines, 
constipation ("a state of mind"), etc.... Most of this is not new- to the public at large, 
but Dr. Smollar has a healthy approach to health and his home consultation room is frank 


and friendly. (LC: 53-9331) 


WwW 


Smollar, Leo & Morgan, Neil 


McGraw-Hill 


Spencer, Steven M. j 
WONDERS OF MODERN MEDICINE ye is /19 $4.00 . 
Associate editor of the Saturday Evening Post whose specialty is the medical 

field, the author has collected twenty chapters (from 25 articles that have appeared in 
the magazine) on the hopeful findings of the '40's and '50's that range from the chemo- 
therapeutics to surgery, from the handling of retarded children to the recognition of 
physical abnormalities in newborn babies. Heart, lungs, eyes, liver; arteriosclerosis, 
polio, diabetes, arthritis, hepatitis, cancer; food poisonings and cleft palates - these 
are some of the fronts against which the new agents and scientific medicine have gone to 


work. The stories, which while emphasizing the brighter side of the picture do not neglect 


some of the dark aspects, give the background of the drugs and compounds, the research 
and the proofs which have been evidenced, with details about the doctors and their cases. 
Slanted to a popular level, this is not however a bandwagon for cure-alls and its accent 
on hopefulness seems sound. For a public that would be informed adequately rather than 


intensively. (LC: 53-9893) @ 
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Biancolli, Louis-£d McGraw -Hill 


® THE OPERA READER p E57 Y _$5~00 


Mr. Biancolli begins his synthesis of more specialized opera books for a 
grand scene of the operatic milieu with graceful bows to his colleagues. He then 
draws from them to provide a history of opera up to the nineteenth century and em- 
barks upon the discussion of ninety operas by thirty-nine composers. His formula 
is one of seven steps:- the composer and his dates; the composer's biography; facts 
of title, acts, book of the opera with the date and place first performed; names of 

| characters and voices with scene of action; synopsis of opera; background behind- 
the-scenes essay on the composing of the work; the American premiere and first Met 
! performance with names of the singers and so on. The background essays will probably 
| be the most interesting bit of the book; the whole is good family fare. (LC: 53-9008) 





Y 


Sandoz, Mari rut , McGraw-Hill 
| CHEYENNE AUTUMN War W117 d.50 S+r00- 


Third, after Old Jules and Crazy Horse, in Miss Sandoz' projected six-book 
study of the trans-Missouri country from the Stone Age to the present, this is the 
story of the Cheyenne Indians' last desperate fight with the white men for a reserva- 
tion in their native north country. Essentially a peaceful if nomadic, buffalo-hunt- 
ing people, the Cheyenne were drawn along with all other Indian tribes into the maw 
of Manifest Destiny--and made to suffer brutally just for existing athwart the white 
man's new trails to the West. In the late 1870's less than 1,000 survived and these 
weré taken forcibly to played-out reservations in the Indian Territory (Oklahoma) far 
to the south of their native grounds. There they found neither their natural hunt-. 
ing nor any food at all, but much sickness. And soon they decided their only chance 
for survival lay in escape back to the Yellowstone country. This is the story of 
that last desperate forced march and the one autumn they enjoyed in familiar woods 
before the army overtook them, decimated their number down to a pitiful 114 and once 
again took all but a fortunate few, who hid in the woods, back to the old Indian 
Territory reservations. But by then a few white voices were raised in protest and 
finally the Cheyenne were allowed to have a Yellowstone reservation. A story well- 
written in the idiom of the Cheyenne Indian. (LC: 53-9891) 





October 29 


Christopher, Robert Henry Holt 
AROUND THE WORLD ON $80 $3 .00 


With Phineas Fogg in mind and the firm belief that "thinking makes it so" 

in heart, Robert Christopher started off in 1952, on his own variation of the Jules 
Verne story- and then sat down and wrote quite a lively and literate account of his 
experiences. He went from Manhattan to Manhattan- via Germany, Italy, the Middle 
East, India, Siam and Japan, for just $80, no more, no less. As token jobs, the 
author collected dirt samples for the Pfizer drug laboratories- and took his camera 
with him as a means of earning his passage, Once in Frankfort, hitching a ride to 
Vienna brought him one step nearer Rome, where friends helped him get to Greece and 
Istanbul, where more friends helped him get passage to Arabia, and so forth. During 
it all, there are few dull moments. Our traveller has a heart for people, likes 
them and is as aware as his time permits of their particular cultural and social 
problems. He sees them through more than the tourist's eyes and the forthright 

@ good humour with which he crosses lands and seas should bring out the wanderlust 

in any of his readers. (LC: 53-9585) 
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October 30 


Esquire ~ Editors of _ Simon & Schuster eo 
THE ESQUIRE TREASURY GIS” Prempr be $6.00 


An anthology which includes 73 articles and stories, 84 drawings, cartoons and 
photographs, The Esquire Treasury packs some pretty fancy punches. The contents come in 
five rounds: Touchy Topics begins ramming with "Christ in Concrete" and ends with “Have 
You a Mistress?"; The Ladies are written by George Jean Nathan and others, several of whom 
prefer to remain "Anonymous"; Memorable Fict:on burgeons with the wealth of Hemingway, 
Steinbeck, Fitzgerald, Wolfe, Wouk, Huxley, Michener, etc., etc...; Max Schulman scores 
Barnaby Conrad gives a bullfight its glory and Clarence Darrow provides 


in Laughter 
"Attorney for the Defense" in Fact Good pick-up reading. (LC: 53-10809) 
Fremantle, Anne- fd nlit Viking 
A TREASURY OF EARLY CHRISTIANITY /'/'” $6.00 “ 


This - to my knowledge - is unique. The material, with few exceptions, has 
been virtually buried so far as the general reader is concerned. And yet, during several 
hundred years, the writers among the churchmen kept alive the only literature that survived. 
Here is no collection of moral precepts and sermons, but letters, essays, meditations, 
records of controversies, clarification of dogma, reports on councils, human interest stor- 
ies, poetry. Some of it is exalted, some is mundane, some is gay, some is learned, much 
of it is spiced with humor, virtually all of it is alive. Here is the joint literary heri- 
tage of Catholic and Protestant, rooted in Jewish-Christian beginnings - a heritage of some 
700 years of writing, including much that is well-known, and more that is little known. In 
days when the growth of readers seeking a way of belief is evident, this should find a 


steady market. (IC: 53-7952) @ 
October a4 \~ 





Crowell 


Jackson, Joseph Henry 
MY SAN FRANCISCO $1.50 





The well-known literary editor of the San Francisco Chronicle has written a very 
personal and very charming tribute to the city he has made his own. San Francisco- as per- 
haps no other city in America- excites the passionate devotion of her citizens, and the 
contagious admiration of her visitors. While the market will be preponderantly West Coast, 
there are many of us who have felt his city's elusive fascination and who will enjoy the 
reminiscent flavor of this portrait of her waterfront, her hills, her corner flower stands, 
her cable cars, her contradictions of climate, her good food- and most of all her warm 


hospitality. Plus sale item. (IC: 53-8432) ee 
[5 
il | 


Crowell 


Terres, John K. 
SONGBIRDS IN YOUR GARDEN $3.95 
There have been other books on planting to attract birds, on building bird houses, 
etc. But none- so far as I know- that comes down to practical facts so completely and so 
satisfactorily as this. The feeding of birds- seasonal, specialties for various types of 
birds, proper balance in diet, proper kinds of feeding stations, where to place them, how 
to protect them from marauders, the importance of supplying water, too. Bird Houses~ 
again specialties for different types of birds; what to buy or how to make them; where to 
place them; how to keep them in proper shape. West materials - what to put out and where 
to put it. Ornamental planting to attract birds for shelter, for food. Bird calis - to @ 
make your own or to use substitutes to attract birds. Problems of squirrels, cats, fallen 
young birds, and so on. Anyone, in city, suburb or country, who is interested in attracting 
birds will want this. (LC: 53-8440) Stec:al note:-the author takes regional differences into 


consideration, too. 
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October 19 
Loveman, Amy & Others- Editors Putnam 
VARIED HARVEST $4.50 







This is a miscellany of writing by Barnard College women - a professional 
writers' collection, not a collection of undergraduate material. Among the contri- 
butors are numbered well-known journalists, novelists, short story writers, educators, 
non-fiction writers. And the names include many that would grace any collection;- 
Helen Gahagan Douglas, Margaret Mead, Alice Duer Miller, Zora Neale Hurston, Eliza- 
beth Janeway, Babette Deutsch, Winifred Welles, Dorothy Hughes, Virginia Gildersleeve, 
Agnes Meyer, Elinore Herrick, Dorothy Van Doren, and many others. 
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& Young 
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AND THESE THREE RELIGIOUS TITLES 


Garden City - Hanover House 


Keller, James 
$2.00 


ALL GOD'S CHILDREN 


The wide-spread concern among our more thoughtful citizens concerning the place 
of religion in education is reflected in this volume. The author is a Catholic but he 
is not so much concerned with the much debated issue of the relation of the Catholic 
Church to public education as he is with the historic role of religion in American life 
and in suggesting ways in which teachers, parents and students can see to it that our 
children are religiously grounded without violating the principle of separation between 
church and state. The author makes much of the inaugural ceremonies of President 
Eisenhower citing the religious emphasis upon that occasion as evidence of how deeply 
rooted in American life is our religious faith. The most valuable part of the book 
consists of concrete suggestions to teachers of ways and means of fortifying the religious 
traditions of America in and through the public schools. A book for Christian teachers 
and parents, and not necessarily exclusively Catholic. (978) 
tgs 
Macmillan 


Lovasik, Lawrence G. 
PRAYING THE GOSPELS $4. .00 


"Meditations in Prayer on the Life of Christ according to the Four Evangelists" 
is the quite descriptive sub-title of this book. It consists of excerpts from the four 


Gospels woven together so as to form the complete story of the life of Christ. Each © 
section of the text is followed by a prayer or meditation based on the preceding passage. 

The text used is based on the Confraternity Edition of the New Testament. The author's 

thesis is that to “pray the Gospels" is the perfect way of being imbued with the spirit 


of Jesus Christ. A devotional book to be recommended to Catholic readers. Imprimatur. 
(9/82) 
Cal 

De Frees, Madeline Prentice-Hall 

THE SPRINGS OF SILENCE $2. 095 


At sixteen Madeline DeFrees entered a convent of the Sisters of the Holy Names 
of Jesus and Mary. Now she looks back over the years and recalls her impressions and 
experiences. She tells of the reaction of her school-mates to her decision to become a } 
nun; of the difficulties in shopping for the prescribed articles of clothing; of her 
first impressions of the convent and its life; of her experiences as a postulant, a 
novice, and finally, of her irrevocable consecration as a sister of the order when she 
"made to Almighty God the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience forever". Her account 
of her life as a nun is full of homely details and illustrative anecdotes which give 
the reader a clear and sympathetic description of what that life is like. A very read- 


able book. Appropriate for Catholic readers and others who are curious about life in a 
convent. (9/18- LC: 53-9627) 





